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Placemaking in the Kanda district

Revitalization of historic urban center

through visualization of the value of places and neighborhoods
SITE: Kanda District, Chiyoda-Ward

FACULTY: Prof. Hideki Koizumi, Assoc. Prof. Rikutaro Manabe
MEMBER: Malvina Ferra, Shuting Sun, Barbara Matelowska
Special thanks to: Kazunori Yanagi, Shuichiro lwata
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Notable sights in Uchikanda and historical points.
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Kanda area belongs to Chiyoda district, and lays besides the Edo
site park. It has a long history from Edo period. The area can be
divided in three parts, Nishiki-Cho and Kanda station’s west exit
part was the samurai district in the Edo period, which is yellow with
larger parcels, irregular, residential function. Uchi-kanda was the
townsmen land with smaller blocks, more regular, residential and
with a commercial function. There is also historical architecture or
space like Kanda shrine, vegetable Market, shopping street and
notable universities.

F &3 ZDMIBICES AL FZRO GV HOAFZLDIILTNISET
HEIMGHEMTH D HREXICIZ20DETRD % 5,

Cho-kais are neighborhood associations, voluntary groups in which residents living in an
area work hand in hand with each other to improve the local life of the community. There are
20 Cho-kais in the Kanda area. We interviewed Kamakura Chokai
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Division of Chokai organizations of the Kanda district.

‘ |
.

ames| s
ATIETRE L

Activities: celebrations during occasional events e.g. Tokyo Olympics; annual festivals
(Kanda Matsuri parade); activities for children (10 participating), exercising together;
halloween festivities.

High rent and taxes.

The demographic: Only about 30% of Uchikanda’s residents is affiliated with the
Chokai. The common trend is that the newcomers don’t participate in the activities.
Struggles with the developers.

Onjukuinari Shrine.
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“Our analysis revealed several significant physical spaces within
the block, including the preservation of a regular street pattern from
the Edo period. The presence of the historical street, the Onjukui-
nari Shrine, and the small square possess historical and religious
significance for the Kanda Matsuri festival. Additionally, the
horizontal axis on the upper portion of the block, the Shusse-Fu-
do-dori, has potential to be extended as a Shotengai from the
Kanda Station. Furthermore, the outdoor parking spaces have
potential for transformation into public spaces.
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Site characteristics.
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offer. Vibrant streets foster a sense of community and belonging.
Our analysis of the functions of the ground floors revealed that,
currently, most buildings provide functions such as offices, lobbies,
and parking. These functions offer only minimal activities and do
not promote social interaction.”
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(1) Ground floor activity synthesis. (2) Parking spaces distribution.
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(1) No spaces to facilitate community activities. (2) Storage and parking parcels
negatively affect the districts’ visual aesthetics. (3) No services in the ground floor
- lack of human scale.
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Intervantions on the existing ]:> Guidelines for future
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(A) Short - Term

This design values the everyday relationship between contemporary
people and the land. Only by continuously accumulating the essence of
each contemporary cross-section, can the historical value be extended
and the sustainability of the cultural landscape be realized. The propos-
als are divided into short and long term interventions. We suggest some
of the concepts to be introduced right away (A), due to its temporary
nature, while others can be reached through establishing policies over
time (B).
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We propose interventions in street function. The first one is the
commercial street (1) which connects to the &[5, we change the
function of first floor spaces for service and activity facilities, such as
coffee shops, game center and theater. The other proposal is for the
historical street (2), which would serve as a connection between the
two traditional constructions in our project, and increase the commu-
nity participation and cultural identity. Based on the position of the
three Chokais, we propose three community centers for each of them.
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Transformation of existing parking spots into pocket parks, which form
a green belt across the site, as well provide community space for
each of the blocks (1). We propose a design for a park pavilion - a
light temporary to permanent structure with transformative function
and layout (2). A multi storey parking is introduced in the site.
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[B1] A2a2=F<-7OvYDHZE|[B1] Creating a “Community Block”

Proposal for a long-term development of a block located in the south-
ern part of Uchi-Kanda, including the existing Uchikanda Ojima park
and the Onjukuinari Shrine. Demolishing two buildings parallel to the
shrine, creating more space for community activity. The area forms a
square which is an extension of the existing Ojima Park, continuing in
to the shrine forefront. The pavilions provide transformative space
with adaptable function for community activities.
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[B2] Preservation of street pattern; [B3] Categorization of activities in support of local economy
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It is crucial that new developments in the block preserve the existing
street pattern, as it holds historical significance in terms of urban
planning. Additionally, it is important that the ground floor features a
diverse mix of activities to promote a lively street atmosphere. To
compensate for the lack of public spaces on the ground floor, urban
rooftops can be utilized as public or private spaces. Supporting the
local economy through various rental schemes is a crucial goal for
future interventions, as it helps to preserve the local community and
prevent them from moving out of the area. Through all these
interventions Kanda can be transformed into a vibrant neighborhood
that serves as a destination for people.
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