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Kanda Nostalsia

Revitalization of historic urban center

through visualization of the value of places and neighborhoods

SITE: Kanda District, Chiyoda-Ward
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Located in the northeastern part of Chiyoda City and close to the
Imperial Palace, Kanda is characterized by its diversity. The histori-
cal division of the land into machinin and samurai districts during
the Edo period (1603-1867) has influenced subsequent land use,
with Uchi-kanda, which has its roots as a townsmen district, and
Kanda-Nishikicho, which also has its roots as a samurai district,
having different uses and sizes for the city blocks. This diversity
and chaos creates the "Kanda-ness" of the area.
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Kanda-Eki Nishiguchi shopping street and Onjuku Inari Shrine
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The current status of Kanda was analyzed in terms of population, trans-

portation, urban planning, history, facility location, community, and recent
! development.
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Age structure in Kandas Type of households in
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rl—_—;_:::%-ﬁ;_ : %\J The analysis revealed the following. (1) There is a lack of public space and

4 ” L-;L / greenery. In particular, there is no space for people to stay at the west exit

) : o, ff 3 of Kanda Station, which was considered to limit the range of people's

. f =2, : activities. (2) Although the population is growing, there are many

single-person households and elderly people and few children. The

. . oy Community in Kanda is based on Kanda Festival and Chokai, neighbor-
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hood associations. The possibility of a shortage of such bearers in the
future is conceivable. (3) Fewer physically separated sidewalks. Although
some streets have been pedestrianized and one-way streets have been
implemented, it was deemed necessary to aim for a safer environment.

Map of public spaces Sidewalks in Kanda

BISDANDA > E 21— |Interview with a Chokai

77V —EBREROFFHICRSSIMULTNSN EF

HHEFHERDSILERL,
Family tend to join the actibvities of Chokai, but single-person
households don't.
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To understand Kanda and Chokai,
the interview with Takuma-san, the
Vice Chairman of Uchikanda
Kamakura Chokai was conducted.
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To maintain the "Kanda-ness", we have to involve the people
related to Kanda in community, regardless of whether they live
in Kanda or not.
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Uchikanda Kamakura Chokai | used to play on the narrow roads and other places in town ,
Takuma-san but inow there are fewer narrow roads and today's kids can't
do that.

DN Z=EERE | Issues to be addressed

PEA VI 1—EBFZATCZDDORBEZID LIFdz&&U
feo—DBIZINT VY I ZAR=ZANDIBNETH D AZ 22T+«
TEEZE X ZABBICIAARATEDEATED T BT DENREL
TWBEHIBTUTc, ZDBIMEVWI A —HEUT 4 TH D HEEP
FTUNEHELLIEBIDDNA THEDRMNHDEHIRT LI
= DBIAISZIEUSHETEAZI 227 DIEVWFZEFRALOD
BOHTHEIRT DIETH D, INSDEREIFHEICBEEL T\,

Public Space

Based on analysis and interview, three issues in Kanda was chosen
to be addressed. (1) Lack of public space. Not only the space for
community activities, but also the space for rest and play is needed.
(2) Low walkability. it is necessary to enhance walkability from both
safe to walk and fun to walk aspect. (3) Increase tthe number of
people who are involved in community regardless of whether thay are
residents or not. These three issues relate each other.

Walkability Chokai
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Diagram of issues to be addressed

ANADF77O—F | Approach of Interventions
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Five intervention sites were selected within the Kanda area, from Site
A to Site E, to address the above three issues. The goal is to solve
Kanda's problems by intervening in the built environment at these
sites. Specifically, focus on creating public spaces and developing
spaces where people with different attributes (residents, students,
office workers, runners) can get to know each other. This is intended
to have the long-term effect of increasing the number of people who
know each other and become involved in community. Therefore, as a
short-term initiatives, social and institutional interventions are also
provided.
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Location of Intervention sites
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» Uchi-kanda 1-chome, the end of Kanda Eki Nishi-
guchi Street and easily accessible from surround-

% ing districts such as Otemachi and Ochanomizu,

will be positioned as a hub for diverse people to

interact through redevelopment of old buildings

- and renovation of existing public spaces to create
a flow of people including those outside Kanda.

[A] R#HICHITZREINLGED A | [A] Long term intervantion in Uchi-Kanda
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Central square & terrace
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Lively street where people can interact
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Entrance with the atmosphere like “roji”, narrow
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‘. % Mixed use buildings are built. Aim to increase the

young residents by providing residences. Provide
the place not only for resident but also the visitors
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Cross sectional view of mixed use building Plan for Site A Ochanomizu.

[B] PEIWEEHJBH%%EHHE'JZ}HYD?HJ} | [B] Short term intervantion in uchi-Kanda
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Site B will renovate the public space as a short-term
initiative. The road will be converted into a pedestri-
an space that can be used for events and dining. The
TEERREALEIL TOERICBEITS1XV b goal is to create a lively space based on history and
History related event around Onjuku Inari shrine  grt.
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Plan for Site B
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(Right) Image in front of Onjuku Inari Shrine. Aim to create an

attractive atmosphere for roadside cafes and izakayas by
decorating the road and making it a bustling place.
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Cross sectional view of Site C

A station square was created to connect
Kanda Station and the Kanda Station
West Exit Shopping Street. The café on
the side of the plaza is made of bricks to
harmonize with the viaduct. The space is
mixed-use and includes a rental space
with priority usage rights for town council
members and students. The project was
o : also coordinated with the transportation
ERANAGZ TRIT AR policy.
People spending their time
at station square
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Plan for Site C

SITEERCSNICERREH/ R E
The pedestrianized road and
new bus stop
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The path from station to
Shopping street

[D-E] BELWDizE LTO#MHEERHET | [D/E] Kanda-Nishikicho as place of rest and rec-
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Detail of community space in Site D
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Plan for Site D
= In Kanda-Nishikicho 3-chome, where there are

b few parks in the neighborhood, a road inside

2 ) ¥4 the city block will be converted into a
: _ . ] playground for children and a place for people
i .,.I._,,'e?_;«#a— g to rest. By converting the street into a
: L - playground, we intend to provide children with
: = . an experience similar to that of "playing in the

- town." The area around Kanda Nishikicho is
. also expected to attract visitors from schools,
' universities, public institutions, office buildings,
= and the Hobonichi School.
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Lack of parks around Site D/E

A RDTIFBREREZZAICUIRERESZE LB > TWAEBRIBZAGEYEF Y F U H—AR—RAEZHLELEOAZ 257

YA MEICHT BN ADEE

Details of intervention for Site E

AR=ZANEEHY B, FETRIBRFE DR DB R EBIC—EHTEEBLUBEPERICNA VT V7 Z2Ed & TF#
FeEDSBENDEREICT o FHEBREITRY T T vIR—Ty MeEZ BT %,

Site D will convert the street space to street playground with grass and convert parking lots into community spaces such as a square, kitchen
car space. At Site E, the road on the south side of Kinjo School will be turned into a pedestrian space once a week. The street and wall surfac-
es will be painted to create a space for children to play. A pop-up market will also be held in the parking lot.

Y7 NE-HIEICEET 37T A | Social and institutional interventions
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Increase the number of actors supporting the Kanda community by organizing student groups of to participate in community activities. On
the institutional side, the scope of the exclusive district for med to high-rise residential building will be expanded. This will promote the
construction of housing and thereby increase the population.



